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During the Greek-Italian conflict of World War II, a Greek 
doctor, Theodore Electris, newly married and idealistic, found 
himself called up to the Greek-Italian front in the remote 
mountains of Albania. Homesick, hungry and desperately 
missing his young wife Chysoula, he kept an intimate journal 
to preserve his experiences for her.

Written on the Knee is both an authentic historical document 
of Greek involvement in WWII and a story of love, separa
tion and family ties threatened and strengthened by war. 
Dr. Electris’ entries and the accompanying letters between 
the newlyweds have been translated by his daughter, Helen 
Electrie Lindsay, to honor her parents and commemorate the 
veterans she met while growing up in Thessaloniki, Greece.

Also included is a short history of Greece before and after 
the war. Greece is often overlooked in the scope of WWII, as 
its engagement lasted only six months. However, its fierce 
resistance against Mussolini’s forces delayed Hitler’s move 
into the Soviet Union, which many historians believe turned 
the war in favor of the Allies.

From Dr. Electris’ first entry on November 1, 1940 
(“Mobilization, mobilization … we are being mobilized …”) to 
his last on May 4, 1941 (“From this war adventure, and these 
hardships, I learned the great worth of Life and Happiness”), 
Written on the Knee captures a time and place crucial to 
understanding the world’s important modern history.

Written on the Knee features:
•	 A remarkable war diary
•	 Letters between Dr. Electris and his wife
•	 Timeline of Greece’s involvement in the war
•	 60 photos, many taken by Dr. Electris himself
•	 Detailed military maps
•	 Reproductions of WWII political cartoons

Introduction by

Louis de Bernières,

author of Captain Corelli’s Mandolin



An Authentic Eyewitness of WWII

Marketing Strategy
•	 Release date: corresponds with October 28, the 

Greek holiday Okhi Day (the day Metaxas rejected 
Mussolini’s demand to occupy Greece)

•	 Pitch review and feature coverage in national and 
regional press:  Atlantic Monthly, The Nation, The 
New Republic, Harper’s, New York Review of Books, 
New Yorker, Time, Newsweek, New York Times, NYT 
Book Review, AARP, Northwest World Traveler, USA 
Today, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Boston 
Globe, Chicago Tribune, San Francisco Chronicle, 
Los Angeles Times, Salon.com, as well as Greek 
publications and broadcast media

•	 Pitch local media: Minneapolis Star Tribune,  
St. Paul Pioneer Press, Mpls/St. Paul Magazine, Metro 
Magazine, The Rake, City Pages, Minnesota Public 
Radio

•	 Pitch national broadcast media: C-SPAN/Book TV, 
Charlie Rose, NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, Today  
Show, Good Morning America, The Early Show,  
60 Minutes, History Channel, CNN, Fox News 
Channel, MSNBC, National Public Radio (Fresh Air, 
All Things Considered, Morning Edition, Weekend 
Edition, The Connection, Diane Rehm, etc.)

•	 Author US tour and book events in Greek 
communities: Chicago, New York, Boston, Detroit, 
Cleveland and Minneapolis. 

•	 Pending international events: Canada, UK, Greece 
and Australia.

From the Preface

This wartime diary, written on the knee, recounts valorous deeds, but mostly it records 
many ordinary, non-heroic acts, feelings and thoughts of one man, a medic, caught in the 
crumbling chaos of an anguishing expedition to defend his country against an unjust war of 
aggression. Written during Italy’s invasion of Greece in World War II, this journal tells of the 
passion, desire and pathos of a common citizen in his resolute struggle to survive.

Helen Electrie Lindsay was 
born in Thessaloniki, Greece. She 
graduated from Anatolia College 
in Thessaloniki and came to the 
United States on a Fulbright 
scholarship to study physics. She 
worked for Dayton Hudson and as 
an engineering product manager 
at MTS Systems in the Twin Cities. 
She is married with two children 
and lives in Wayzata, Minnesota.
Louis de Bernières was born in 
London. His fourth novel, Captain 
Corelli’s Mandolin, won the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize and 
was translated into more than  
30 languages. His latest novel is  
A Partisan’s Daughter.

Audience
•	 Greek-Americans: over 1 million in the United 

States
•	 World War II buffs: World War II–related media 

performs well, but few films, books, or TV programs 
have focused on Greece’s involvement

Publishing Industry Events
•	 BEA (Los Angeles)	 •	 AWP (Chicago)
•	 MBA (St. Paul)	 •	 London Book Fair
•	 Twin Cities Book Festival 	 •	 Frankfurt Book Fair 

(Minneapolis)

expecting a chemical attack


